THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

Welcome Rev. Manasse Maniragaba

Opening Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing,

Glory to the newborn King,

Peace on earth, and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconciled.

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,

Join the triumph of the skies;

With the angelic host proclaim,

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King!

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ the everlasting Lord,

Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail, the incarnate Deity!
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

Risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die.

Born to raise the sons of earth,

Born to give them second birth.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: Almighty God,

you have shed upon us the new light
of your incarnate Word.

May this light, enkindled in our hearts,
shine forth in our lives;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.
THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
The Reading John 1:1-14 Jerry Zabel

The Sermon  “The Songs of Christmas: The Song of the Word”

Rev. Manasse

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

The suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again

to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



The Prayers of the People

John Telgmann

Confession and Absolution

Celebrant:

Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:

People:

The Peace
Celebrant:
People:

Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;

he welcomes sinners and invites them to the table.
Let us confess our sins,

confident in God’s forgiveness.

[Silence is kept.]

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us,

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Offertory

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?

Come to Bethlehem and see

Christ Whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

See Him in a manger laid,

Whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
While our hearts in love we raise.

Prayer over the Gifts

Celebrant:

People:

God of light,

in the birth of your Son we see your glory.

May we who share in this mystery

grow daily in your love.

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.



The Great Thanksgiving All:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,

our Saviour and Redeemer.

He is your living Word,

through whom you have created all things.

By the power of the Holy Spirit
he took flesh of the Virgin Mary
and shared our human nature.
He lived and died as one of us,
to reconcile us to you,

the God and Father of all.

In fulfilment of your will

he stretched out his hands in suffering,

to bring release to those who place their trust in you;
and so he won for you a holy people.

He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows,

and to give up his life on the cross,

that he might shatter the chains of evil and death,
and banish the darkness of sin and despair.

By his resurrection

he brings us into the light of your presence.

Now with all creation we raise our voices
to proclaim the glory of your name.

Celebrant:

People:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious God,

accept our praise,

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;
Who on the night that he was handed over
to suffering and death,

took bread and gave you thanks,

saying, “Take, and eat:

this is my body which is broken for you.”

In the same way he took the cup,
saying, “This is my blood which is shed for you.
When you do this, you do it in memory of me.”

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we offer you this bread and this cup,

giving thanks that you have made us worthy

to stand in your presence and serve you.

We ask you to send your Holy Spirit

upon the offering of your holy Church.

Gather into one all who share in these sacred mysteries,
filling them with the Holy Spirit

and confirming their faith in the truth,

that together we may praise you

and give you glory through your Servant, Jesus Christ.

All glory and honour are yours,
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit
in the holy Church, now and for ever.
Amen.



Celebrant:

All:

Celebrant:

All:

Celebrant:
People:

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,
we are bold to pray;

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

We break the bread of life,

and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us,

light in the midst of us

bring us to light and life.

The gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Songs During Communion

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear,

That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold;

“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
From Heaven’s all gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay,

To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world;

Above its sad and lowly plains,

They bend on hovering wing,

And ever o’er its Babel sounds

The blesséd angels sing.

For lo! the days are hastening on,

By prophets seen of old,

When with the ever circling years

Shall come the time foretold;

When the new heaven and the earth shall own
The Prince of Peace their King

And the whole world send back the song
Which now the angels sing

Prayers After Communion

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:
All:

The Blessing

Let us pray;

Source of truth and joy,

may we who have received the gift of divine life
always follow the way of your Son.

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.

Glory to God,

whose power working in us,

can do infinitely more

than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church, and in Christ Jesus,

for ever and ever. Amen.



Recessional Hymn  Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And Heaven and nature sing,

And Heaven and nature sing,

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns!

Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,

Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.

The Dismissal

Deacon:
People:

Go in peace rejoicing in the birth of our Saviour!

Thanks be to God!
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