The 23" Sunday after Pentecost ~ Sunday, November 16, 2025
“To God Be the Glory ~ Through Our Suffering”
1 Peter 4:12-19 & John 16:25-33

Suffering, in all its various forms, large and small, is an unfortunate and
unavoidable our human existence.

“God has blocked my way and plunged my path into darkness.” (Job 19:8)

“‘My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,’ says the Lord. ‘And my ways are far
beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your
thoughts.’” (Tsaiah 55:8-9)

We are beings with finite minds, finite understanding, and finite imagination,
and try as we may, we cannot fully understand an God.

This doesn’t mean that God is in times of suffering; it doesn’t mean
that He doesn’t see or care about us. Which just need to ask questions.

We don’t learn very much from health, good food, happy days, or money
in the bank. We need to spend time in the school of in order to learn
the lessons God has for us.

3 REASONS WHYS GOD IS GLORIFIED THROUGH OUR SUFFERING
#1. Suffering .

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you,
as though something strange were happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12)

zenizo =

Peter tells us they were still surprised, troubled, and by this suffering.

Perhaps, like many Christians today, they expected their life in Christ to be full of
, benefits, and divine protection.

The Gospel is to many, and as we’re obedient to God’s Word and
effective in proclaiming the gospel, from unbelievers is inevitable.

“For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and
among those who are perishing; to the one a fragrance from death to death, to the
other a fragrance from life to life.” (2 Corinthians 2:15-16)

“If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first.” (John 15:18)

“Indeed, all who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2
Timothy 3:12)

agapetos =

Before he talks about suffering, he reminds them of they are.

This one word everything, it’s the key to everything Peter wants them
(and us) to know: we are loved by God!

This is important because sometimes suffering can tempt us to God’s love
and faithfulness.

Our trials may shock us, they may come out of nowhere and when we least expect
them, however, they never God.

“The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18)

God uses the heat of hardship and the flames of suffering to our faith, and

to shape us more and more into the of Jesus.

Our trials not only melt away our , but also reveal what our faith is truly
made of-not to humiliate us, but to us.

“Rejoice, insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings.” (1 Peter 4:13)

Peter isn’t telling us that we should be happy about our pain and suffering, but
rather he’s encouraging us to see something within it: the privilege of
with Jesus.

koinonia =
Our sufferings us with Jesus in a way that nothing else can. It’s not that
suffering in and of itself brings us to Christ, it’s what suffering does us and

1n us.

God allows us to go through hard times to remind us that we’re completely
upon, and united with Jesus, in suffering.

The cross always the crown. Just as Jesus’ sufferings were not in vain,
but had an eternal purpose, all our sufferings have an purpose and can be
used by God for His

“If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of




glory and of God rests on you.” (1 Peter 4:14)

GOD BLESSES US IN THREE WAYS:

. : we share in the sufferings of Christ.
. : we experience the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
. : we’ll rejoice when we see Christ.

“Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify
God because you bear this name.” (1 Peter 4:16)

When we faithfully, God is glorified because the world sees that our joy
doesn’t depend on our —it depends on Christ.

#2. Suffering
“Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in
my flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord
to take it away from me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about
my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.” (2 Corinthians 12: 7-9)

God didn’t take the thorn away, He turned it into a . He used Paul’s
weakness as the very place to display His . That’s how God works. He
doesn’t always deliver us from suffering, sometimes He delivers us it.
We ask for escape, He offers . We ask for relief, He gives us

Grace isn’t just about forgiveness for sin, it’s
doesn’t just save us, it us.

for the struggle. Grace

Paul isn’t being a masochist, he isn’t’ glorifying pain, he’s glorifying
because he’d discovered a spiritual truth: when our strength runs out, God’s
strength . This is God’s grace.

In a world obsessed with and self-sufficiency, the Christian who depends
on grace stands as a witness to another

That’s what holiness in suffering looks like:
much of God.

dependence that makes

Our cracks—our weaknesses, the things we hate about ourselves and long to
change—are often the very places where God’s grace out into the world,
bringing . And when people see beauty blooming where there should’ve
been only barrenness, they can’t help but give glory to God.

#3. Suffering
“We also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance, perseverance, character, and character, hope.” (Romans 5:3-4)

Paul doesn’t say we should enjoy our suffering or seek it out, he says we glory in
it because we know what God is doing it.

Despite what our comfort-obsessed culture might think, suffering is never
in the hands of God. It’s the soil in which endurance takes root. And,

endurance shapes , character ripens into , and hope brings _
to God.

Endurance may not always look dramatic, but it is . Sometimes

glorifying God isn’t about great victories, but quiet

“In this world you will have trouble.” (John 16 : 33)

This isn’t a warning meant to frighten us, but a meant to us.

Our endurance isn’t an act of , it’s participation in His victory. It isn’t
about our strength or tenacity, it’s about His. Jesus is the Over comer, and because
He overcame sin, suffering, and death, our suffering now His glory and
our good.

He holds us in the fire of suffering, not one second longer than needed, until His _
shines in our lives. And the more His image is seen in us, the more
He’s

We trust Him when we don’t . We thank Him even when we don’t feel
like it. We keep walking when the road is rough, knowing He walks with us. Ours
is a hope that . Because Christ has overcome, our suffering can’t ultimately
destroy us, it can only us. It presses us closer to the heart of God. And the
endurance it produces becomes a living testimony that His grace is

“Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all.” (2 Corinthians 4:17)

“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18)

This is the promise we have in Jesus, and we can trust that when we with
faith, our temporary pain becomes eternal



