The Reign of Christ the King Sunday ~ Sunday, November 23, 2025
“To God Be the Glory ~ Through the Reign of Christ”
Colossians 1:15-20 & John 18:33-37

The purpose of Christ the King Sunday is to celebrate the coming of
Christ as King of the Universe and His of the renewed creation that
marks the fullness of the Kingdom of God.

This hope is born from the entire of Christ and His teachings that have
been celebrated in the seasons of the Church Year during the past twelve months.

The Reign of Christ the King also provides an appropriate to the new
Church Year that begins next week on the first Sunday of Advent, which
emphasizes and , and the longing for the coming of the
Kingdom of God amid the darkness of a sinful world.

Jesus is nothing like the kings we learned about in history class, watch on TV, or
read about in novels. In fact He the notion of kingship in a way that turns
all of that

Jesus’ kingship wasn’t established by conquest, but by and .
It’s not enforced by armies, but embraced by . Christ’s reign is cosmic
in scope, yet deeply in application.

3WAYS GOD IS GLORIFIED THROUGH THE REIGN OF CHRIST

#1. Christ’s reign
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creatlon For in him all
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible...all things
have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all
things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church...so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.” (Colossians 1:15-20)

You can’t get any clearer than that, and if we want to know what God is like, look
at , Paul says.

He is “very radiance of God’s glory.” (Hebrews 1:3)

Jesus doesn’t just represent God, He Him. All the glory, holiness, and
love of the Father in the face of the Son.

Jesus is the eternal Word through whom all things were made, the Lord of creation,
the ruler of history, the centre of the . And yet, that glory was revealed

not through domination, but through

When we talk about Christ reigning in glory, we can’t separate His from
His

That’s how God is glorified: not in raw power, but in love.
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” (John 12:23)

When we proclaim Christ as King, we’re proclaiming a King, One
whose sceptre is , whose law is love, and whose kingdom advances not
by violence, but by

He’s sweeping up everything in creation—galaxies and governments, sparrows and
saints—and saying: It all to Christ.

Christ’s reign isn’t to heaven, it extends over every part of creation
and every part of

When we glorify Christ the King, we’re not giving Him something He lacks or even
needs, we’re acknowledging what He already is. The universe is already His, we’re
simply our hearts to that eternal reality.

It means that every part of our lives should reflect His . If Christ is
Lord of all, then nothing is to Him.

#2. Christ’s reign
This second point moves from Christ’s cosmic Lordship to our personal

“Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you
the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my
kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting...But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered,
“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world,

to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”” (John
18:33-37)

Pilate represents power, politics, and pragmatism. Jesus represents
authority, truth, and righteousness.

His rule isn’t

to borders or bolstered by armies. It’s the reign of truth,
grace, and righteousness in human

. Jesus’ kingdom isn’t from this



world, but it’s
received, lives are

this world. Wherever His truth is believed and His grace
and renewed because His a Kingdom that

Sin , grace reorders. And so, Christ’s reign doesn’t just rule over the
cOSmos, it order within us.

When Christ reigns in the heart, is restored. He brings our priorities into
with His purposes. He heals our divided and calls us to
live truthfully in a world built on self-deception.

SUBMITTING TO THE REIGN OF CHRIST/LIVING UNDER THE
LORDSHIP OF JESUS

It means we stop trying to sit on the
Because when He reigns, we can stop

of our own lives and let Jesus reign.
outcomes and start trusting in _

We may not always understand His plan, but we can always His heart.

And, that trust glorifies God more than ever could.

That means our values and ethics, our priorities and choices, and our
words and actions with His —even when it’s unpopular, inconvenient, or
costly.

The Lordship of Christ isn’t , it’s as as how we treat people,
how we spend our money, and how we handle our pride.

Christ’s reign very time His

shown.

is proclaimed and His love is

We weren’t put on this earth to build our own , we were put here to
join Jesus’ Kingdom. And that’s why submission to Christ’s kingship is not
restrictive, but actually . Because under His reign, we finally live as we
were and intended to live: in truth, purpose, and peace.

That’s what it means to live under the Reign of Christ: to let every moment, every
attitude, every response His rule and reveal His glory. Christ’s reign
doesn’t just reorder the universe, it reorders us. He restores peace where there was
pride, where there was confusion, purpose where there was

And that’s how God is glorified: when His people live as of His
kingdom, not of this world.

#3. Christ’s reign
This third point lifts our eyes upward from the personal to the
King reigning in our hearts to the King reigning in

, from the

“Grace to you and peace from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and
from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the
kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and
made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.” (Revelation 1:4-8)

In the midst of exile and persecution, John was given a vision, not of despair, but
of . He saw the risen Christ, radiant and reigning.

This isn’t a future hope only, it’s a present . Christ reigns now, over the
powers of the world, over the of our hearts, over the course of history
itself. And John’s response to this fact isn’t analysis, but

This is the heartbeat of . The eternal reign of Christ resounds in endless

Jesus is the Reigning Redeemer, and John doesn’t describe His reign in abstract
majesty, but rather grounds it in

This is the beauty of Christ the King: His rule isn’t distant or despotic, it’s

and redemptive. Yes, He rules the universe, but He also rules the human heart
through . We are citizens of His kingdom because we were purchased by
His sacrifice. We are in His service because we were cleansed by His blood.
And so, our praise isn’t the flattery of fearful subjects, but the of the
redeemed.

This means we don’t just admire Christ’s reign, we in it. Every act of
worship, every prayer, every faithful deed becomes a priestly offering to the glory
of God.

Our calling, then, is simple and sweeping: live

“For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the

glory forever. Amen.”
(Romans 11:36)



