
The 19th Sunday after Pentecost ~ Sunday, October 19, 2025
“To God Be the Glory ~ Servanthood”
Ephesians 4:7-17 & Matthew 20:20-28

We live in a world that            greatness. Titles, positions, followers,
influence–these are the things our culture tells us to                    . 

Even among God’s people, we sometimes measure                      numbers, status,
or how many people notice what we do. 

“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”  (1 Samuel 16:7)

Scripture shows us over and over again that in the Kingdom of God, the path
upward starts by going                  . Glory isn’t found on a throne of power, but on
a                 of service. And, the way to honour God isn’t by making ourselves
bigger, but by making ourselves                    . 

They were still thinking in terms of personal                   and personal distinction,
personal success without personal                      . However, they needed to learn that
true greatness lies not in dominance, but in                ,  and that in every sphere the
price of greatness must be paid.

“You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt
their authority over those under them. But among you it will be different. Whoever
wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first
among you must become your slave.”  (Matthew 20:25-27)

Jesus doesn’t reject the notion of greatness, nor one’s pursuit of it, but rather He  
                       it. 

3 DIMENSIONS OF GLORIFYING GOD THROUGH SERVANTHOOD

#1: The World’s Way vs. God’s Way:                                                              .
The disciples are still viewing Jesus’ kingdom through                   eyes. They think
of thrones, crowns, and positions of honour, just like the rulers of their day. Their
idea of glory was shaped by Rome, not by the                       . 

“It shall not be so among you.”  (Matthew 20:26)

This is the                    of Christian servanthood. That is the line in the sand. The
way of the world is climbing over others to get ahead, however, the way of Christ

is stooping low to             others up. 

A servant was someone who put others              , who responded to needs rather
than demands. And a slave had no rights, no             status–their whole life existed
for the good of someone else. We need to understand that Jesus’ words here are not
a call to                       , but a call to strength that looks like                    . 

“Greatness in the kingdom is measured by the yardstick of the cross.”  (John Stott)

The world chases the ladder, the servant of God reaches for the                   . 

It means choosing the               place when the higher one is available. It means
doing the                      tasks that no one else wants to do. It means refusing to make
everything about                             , and instead asking, “How can I bless them?” 

These may not be glamorous acts, however, they are glorious in God’s sight. And
they give Him glory precisely because they                 the heart of His Son. 

#2: The Pattern of the Servant King:                                                               . 
As I’ve already said, Jesus doesn’t just tell us to serve,  He                us. He doesn’t
stand at the top of the ladder barking orders at those below, He descends the ladder
Himself and takes the                   place. 

After redefining greatness for His disciples in Matthew 20, Jesus grounds that
redefinition in His own                      .

“The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a
ransom for many.”  (Matthew 20:28)

And the glory of God shone                        at the very moment the world thought
Jesus was most                         –nailed to a Roman cross, washing the world clean
with His blood. 

If the Lord of glory served, how can we, His people,                to serve? 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though He
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant…He humbled Himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has
highly exalted Him…” (Philippians 2:5-9) 

This is what theologians call the downward                         of glory. 



This is the                    of the kingdom: humility leads to exaltation, service leads
to glory, the cross leads to the crown. 

“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.”  (James 4:10)

Despite what the world might think, Jesus didn’t lose glory by serving,  He          
it. And when we serve, we                 that same glory to the world. 

“If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet.” (John 13:14) 

Notice the order: Jesus serves first.                  always goes first. We serve because
we’ve been served. We stoop because He stooped. We forgive because we’ve been
forgiven. Our servanthood is never a way of earning God’s                , it’s the
overflow of having already                    it. 

This is the                  of servanthood–mirroring the humility of the One who
stooped infinitely lower than we ever could. And so, our motivation to serve should
always be                 and not duty, obligation, guilt, or anything else. 

“For the joy set before Him He endured the cross.”  (Hebrews 12:2)

This same joy can be ours when we serve in His name. We don’t serve to be
noticed. We don’t serve to climb higher. We serve because Christ                  served
us, and in serving others, we                Him back. 

•                          means that no task is                 us. 

•                          means that real servanthood often                   us: our time, our
comfort, our preferences. 

•                          means that true service isn’t done grudgingly, but                  . 

“When Jesus wanted to explain to His disciples what His death would mean, He
didn’t give them a theory. He gave them a towel.” (N.T. Wright) 

That’s what our service should look like:                                     .

#3: The Power of Servanthood in the Body:                                                     . 
Paul’s purpose in writing to the Ephesians was to paint a                of what the
Church was meant to be: a living, growing, body, united in faith, rooted in truth,
and                         in Christ. And Paul is clear that one of the ways this happens is
through the faithful                         of every member. 

“But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s
gift…And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
(Ephesians 4:7,11–13)

This means that servanthood isn’t just about humility or obedience, it’s also about 
                      and                     . This is how the church grows. This is how people
are discipled. This is how the gospel                     . And this is how God is glorified. 

“From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it
is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it
builds itself up in love.”  (Ephesians 4:16)

When each person is                  in the way God has gifted and called them to serve,
the Church                  strong and healthy. However, the opposite is also true. When
some parts refuse to serve, when some members become                      instead of
participants, the body                 along, weaker than it should be. 

One of the enemy’s greatest lies is that our service has to be                      to matter.
However, the gospel tells us the                      . 

“Even a cup of cold water given in My name will not go unrewarded.” (Matthew
10:42) 

There is glory in the                    , and no act of service is too              to glorify
God.  When done in love, these small acts                 the character of our Servant
King. And the watching world sees a glimpse of Him through us. 

“By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.” (John 13:35)

Love is most visible when it’s                    , when we serve one another sacrificially
and                    . 

_

Are we climbing ladders, or picking up towels? 
Are we seeking recognition, or are we seeking to reflect Christ? 

Are we content to be served, or are we eager to serve? 

Because when we serve: quietly, humbly, joyfully, we’re never more like            .
And when we’re most like Jesus, God is most                     . 


