The Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ Sunday, December 21, 2025
“The Light is Coming ~ The Nearness of the Light”
2 Samuel 7:1-17 & Luke 1:26-38

In our first reading from 2 Samuel 7, we hear about God’s with David
and the promise of a kingdom that will never . And in our gospel reading
from Luke Chapter 1, we see that promise come in the most unexpected
way—through a young woman in Nazareth, her heart open to God’s impossible plan.
These two passages stand like bookends of history. One looks forward
in longing; the other receives in

Together, they reveal that the glory of God’s light draws near not through power,
but through , not through splendour, but through . And
that’s the message of Advent’s final week: God glorifies Himself not only in the
heavens, but in the of a human heart willing to say, “Let it be to me
according to Your word.”

3 MOVEMENTS IN THIS FINAL STAGE OF THE JOURNEY
Movement #1: God’s promise is and His covenant .
This section opens with the grandeur of God’s , His unbreakable

promise to David, and then narrows to the : how that same covenant
faithfulness our lives as we wait for the Light to come.

“Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house...Your
house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall
be established forever.” (2 Samuel 7:11, 16)

That’s the great reversal of : we come to God with our plans to

Him, and He responds by overwhelming us with His plans to

wanted to construct something visible and grand, God wanted to create something
and redemptive, a royal line that would lead all the way to Christ.

This passage is one of the great points of Scripture. It’s the covenant that
holds everything together. From this promise to David flows the of the
Messiah, the assurance that God’s kingdom is not an idea, but a reality, not
temporary but

“The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” (Luke 1:32-33)

The whole story of Advent—and indeed, of the Gospel-rests on this truth: God
always His word. He is faithful when we are not. He finishes what He

us. David

starts. And He
grow from that root.

what He promises. Our joy, our security, our peace, all

God’s covenant faithfulness is like that. The world may shift and storms may rage,
but His promises stand , they’re unshakeable.

They’re not propped up by our , but rest solely on His

That’s why we can face uncertain times and the challenges of life with quiet
. Our security doesn’t come from what we build for God, it comes from

what God has built for us: a kingdom that cannot be shaken, a Saviour who cannot

fail.

Advent invites us to remember that we live between and

—the “already” of Christ’s coming and the “not yet” of His return.

That’s the foundation of Advent peace: knowing that God’s light isn’t a flicker that

may go out, but a sunrise that’s to come.
Movement #2: God’s presence is and His surprises.
This second movement shows us how eternal steps right into human

frailty and

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings
favoured one! The Lord is with you.”” (Luke 1:26-28)

Luke’s words here describe a visit that no one expected. In fact, it’s hard to imagine
a more unlikely for divine revelation.
It’s also hard to imagine a more unlikely of that revelation.

This is the rhythm of : God the impressive to dwell among

the humble. He doesn’t choose the mighty to showcase His glory, He chooses the
to display His mercy.

“Greetings, favoured one!” the angel says, “The Lord is with you.” These words
summarize the entire gospel: God us. He is Emmanuel. Not distant. Not
detached. But present, near, , and personal.

Advent joy begins right here: when we realize the Creator of the universe isn’t far
off, but standing in our



Grace often before it

Grace, when it first arrives, can be confusing because God’s call doesn’t always
make ,and His plans often our own.

Grace never begins with what we do for God, it begins with what God does for us.
Before Mary could say yes, she needed to know she was already ,
already seen, already chosen. That’s what divine nearness looks like: not a

, but an

“You will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1:31-33)

The promise made to David so long ago and recorded in 2 Samuel 7, is about to be

and take on human form. The eternal Word of God is about to
become flesh. The Light that no darkness can overcome is preparing to enter the
world through the of one heart.

In that moment, the distance between heaven and earth . The God
who promised an everlasting kingdom is about to enter His creation not with armies
or crowns, but with a . That’s the breathtaking mystery of Advent: the
nearer God comes, the He appears.

The King of Kings comes , not to terrify but to

God’s nearness still us today. He shows up in the places we least
expect, in the prayer whispered through tears, in the kindness of a stranger, in the
strength to keep going one more day. In fact, if we only look for Him in grandeur,
we’ll miss Him in . However, if we, like Mary, listen in humility and
faith, we’ll find that His presence is already than we imagined.

The nearness of the Light is both a comfort and a
isn’t far off watching history unfold, He’s here,

, a reminder that God
1t from within.
Movement #3: God’s purpose is and His servants respond in
“Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to
her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son

of God...For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”” (Luke 1:34-38)

Mary’s response, “how can this be, since I am a virgin?” isn’t nor
unbelief, but honest

Mary illustrates an important point: faith that questions can still . What
I mean by that is, faith isn’t the absence of , 1t’s the decision to
God in spite of them.

There’s a kind of doubt that , and there’s a kind that
Mary’s question is the latter, it comes not from disbelief, but from

These words are the of the whole gospel, the bridge between promise
and fulfilment. When the Holy Spirit moves, impossibility becomes ,
and weakness becomes the womb of God’s

episkiazo = overshadow =

That same glory now rests not on a tent or temple, but on a . The light
that once dwelled behind the curtain now takes residence in human flesh. And Mary
becomes, in a sense, the first of the New Covenant, a living sanctuary
where the Word becomes flesh and the glory of God fills the world again.

Christ isn’t only born in Bethlehem, He’s born in every heart that
Him in faith.

These words aren’t resignation, they’re
acceptance, but active
mysterious, is always good.

. And, this isn’t passive
—a joyful trust that God’s will, though

In that moment, heaven’s meets human , and redemption
begins to unfold. The Light is about to enter the world, and it begins with one young
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woman’s “yes.”

God still comes to ordinary people with extraordinary . He still calls us
to Him with what seems impossible, to forgive when it feels too hard, to
serve when it costs too much, to when the odds seem too great. And
every time we say, “Let it be to me according to Your word,” the light of Christ
shines a little in our corner of the world.
T

Advent reminds us that God’s nearness isn’t always
real. The Light comes

strong enough to scatter every

, but it is always
: in humility, in mercy, in love, and yet, it’s



